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552 Desultory Reminiscences of a Tour. [April, 

We have, in this work, then, a brief, but very clear and 
fair view of the evidences which favor the theory, that the 
antiquities of America originated in the labors of a branch of 
the great Cushite family. The difficulties of the theory are 
not discussed, but the positive proof is certainly strong ; and 
no one can read this work, without becoming interested in 
those inquiries, the main results of which it gives so ably and 
precisely. 

In addition to Mr. Delafield's argument, we have in this 
volume a Preface, by Bishop Mcllvaine, respecting the bear- 
ing of such inquiries as Mr. Delafield's upon the Bible ; and 
an Appendix, consisting of a curious paper, by Dr. James 
Lakey, of Cincinnati, upon the causes of man's superiority in 
the Northern Hemisphere over his fellow-man in the Southern. 

In short, a careful examination of this Western quarto 
proves it to be as well worthy of attention from the matter it 
contains, as from the beauty with which that matter is laid 
before us. It makes us look to the West with new interest, 
and increases our faith in her rapid and steady intellectual and 
moral progress ; for the two must go together. She has intel- 
lect enough to place her high in useful exertion, and to give 
new vigor to the mind of all America, if her children can but 
stand enough aloof from business and politics for a fair exer- 
tion of their powers. Mr. Delafield has set them a noble 
example. 



14. — Desultory Reminiscences of a Tour through Germany, 
Switzerland, and France. By an American. Boston : 
William D. Ticknor. 8vo. pp. 364. 

The young author of this work has shown a sound heart 
and good head. He has given us his recollections of a tour 
in Europe, carefully and leisurely prepared, and written out 
with considerable attention to style. Novelty is not to be 
expected in a work professing to treat of countries so long 
trodden by travellers' feet, as Germany, Switzerland, and 
France. Still an observant and honest tourist may furnish his 
readers with entertainment and instruction, by reviving the 
faded images imparted by others, or by putting familiar facts 
in new lights. The classical scenes, on which the great 
drama of European history has been enacted, and where the 
momentous work of civilization and art is still going swiftly 
on, can never lose their interest. The traveller's tale will 
always be eagerly read. 
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We have, in this work, carefully-drawn descriptions of the 
most celebrated natural scenes in Europe. Works of art are 
treated with taste and feeling, and national manners are indi- 
cated with due discrimination. The author appears to have 
made himself familiar with the various objects, most deserving 
a stranger's attention, in the great capitals of Europe, and 
entered heartily into the enjoyment of whatever was beautiful 
and excellent in taste, or illustrious in historical fame. The 
city of Paris, in particular, is the subject of ample and minute 
detail. 

The book is written, as we have said, with considerable 
attention to the style ; but it has faults, in that respect, which 
ought to be pointed out. The language is too stilted and 
monotonous, running into long and cumbrous sentences, and 
thereby bearing at times an inadequate expression of the au- 
thor's ideas. It is overloaded with epithets, which weaken 
instead of strengthening it. It is deficient in terseness, and 
would be greatly improved by a pretty thorough thinning out 
of superfluous words, those weeds of language. Take, for 
instance, a sentence selected almost at random, "Gilded 
as were now its rippling eddies, by the rays of a setting 
sun, that bathed no fairer landscape in the warm flood of its 
descending splendor, it formed a scene, such as the glad 
eye could not weary in gazing upon." But the book is, not- 
withstanding, very readable and agreeable. 



15. — Treatise on the Contract of Sale. Translated from the 
French of R. J. Pothier, by L. S. Cushing. Boston : 
Charles C. Little & James Brown. 1839. 8vo. pp.400. 

The accurate translation of this standard work by so good a 
writer asMr.Cushing, is a valuable service, alike to the profes- 
sional and general reader. A contract the most frequent and 
important is here satisfactorily discussed, upon the broad au- 
thority of good conscience and equity, as well as upon the 
more limited principles of municipal law. The train of rea- 
soning is such as naturally passes through intelligent and 
thinking minds ; and, void of artificial elements, it leads to 
principles which not only do justice, but secure therefor the 
approbation of common sense. Thus the treatise on Con- 
tracts, like that of the same author on Obligations, is not only 
a good book of law, but an excellent book of morals. That 
distinguished writer and advocate, Mr. Alison, has justly re- 
marked, that " Pothier, by an astonishing effort of mental vigor, 



